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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT CARTER S LETTER TO PRESIDENT BANZER 

1 . PARAGRAPH TWO CONTAINS PRESIDENT CARTER'S RESPONSE TO 
PRESIDENT BANZER'S LETTER OF APRIL 19. POST IS REQUESTED 
TO DELIVER LETTER TO PRESIDENT BANZER SOONEST. 

ORIGINAL BEING POUCHED. 

2. QUOTE: DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: THANK YOU FOR YOUR LETTER 
OF APRIL 19 AND YOUR GOOD WISHES ON THE OCCASION OF THE 
RATIFICATION OF THE PANAMA CANAL TREATIES BY THE UNITED 
STATES SENATE. 

I AM ENCOURAGED BY YOUR BELIEF IN THE IMPORTANCE OF THE 
TREATIES. I SINCERELY HOPE THAT OTHER LEADERS OF OUR RE- 
GION WILL ALSO SEE THEM AS A KEY MILESTONE, REPRESENTING 
OUR DESIRE FOR RELATIONSHIPS BASED UPON MUTUAL RESPECT AND 
AN UNDERSTANDING OF NATIONAL GOALS AND ASPIRATIONS. 
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I BELIEVE THE PANAMA CANAL TREATIES AND THE PROCESS OF 
PEACEFUL NEGOTIATION THAT BROUGHT THEM ABOUT CAN ALSO 
SERVE AS EXAMPLES FOR THE RESOLUTION OF OTHER ISSUES IN 
THE HEMISPHERE. INDEED, THE DESIRE OF THE BOLIVIAN PEOPLE 
TO REGAIN AN OUTLET TO THE PACIFIC OCEAN IS A MATTER THAT 
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COULD REASONABLY BE ADDRESSED IN THE SAME FASHION. AS YOU 
KNOW FROM OUR CONVERSATION LAST SEPTEMBER AND SUBSEQUENT 
COMMUNICATIONS. THE UNITED STATES SUPPORTS EFFORTS TOWARD 
A SOLUTION OF THE CORRIDOR ISSUE THAT WOULD BE SATISFAC- 
TORY TO ALL PARTIES CONCERNED. SUCH A SETTLEMENT, IF 
REACHED, WOULD BE IMPORTANT TO THE PACIFIC COAST SUB-RE- 
GION AND, ULTIMATELY, TO THE HEMISPHERE AS A WHOLE. A 
MUTUALLY AGREEABLE OUTCOME WOULD REMOVE A SOURCE OF INTER- 
NATIONAL DIFFERENCES, AND WOULD, I BELIEVE, HELP TO FOCUS 
THE ATTENTION OF THE THREE COUNTRIES ON THE PROCESS OF 
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT IN THE SUB-REGION IN QUES- 
TION. THIS IN TURN WOULD TEND TO DRAW THE HELPFUL ATTEN- 
TION OF THE INTERNATIONAL FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS AS WELL 
AS OF FRIENDLY NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES. 

AS A CONCERNED AND INTERESTED MEMBER OF THE AMERICAN 
COMMUNITY. THE UNITED STATES IS EAGER TO SEE A RESUMPTION 
OF SUB-REGIONAL CONVERSATIONS WHICH WOULD ADDRESS BOLI- 
VIA'S ASPIRATIONS AND THE CONCERN OF THE OTHER NATIONS 
INVOLVED. AS IN THE CASE OF THE PANAMA CANAL TREATIES, 

LENGTHY AND DIFFICULT DISCUSSIONS MAY BE REQUIRED, BUT 
THIS IS THE ONLY ROAD TO A SUCCESSFUL SOLUTION. 

PLEASE BE ASSURED, MR. PRESIDENT. THAT I SUPPORT BOLIVIA'S 
DESIRE FOR ACCESS TO THE SEA, AND I CONSIDER IT AN IM- 
PORTANT ISSUE FOR THE HEMISPHERE. I WILL CONTINUE TO 
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FOLLOW DEVELOPMENTS IN THIS MATTER WITH KEEN INTEREST, 

AND THE US IS PREPARED TO WORK WITH OTHER COUNTRIES TO 
CONTRIBUTE TO A PEACEFUL AND MUTUALLY AGREEABLE SETTLE- 
MENT TO THIS LONG-STANDING PROBLEM. I WOULD ALSO LIKE TO 
CONGRATULATE YOU FOR THE RAPID PROGRESS YOUR COUNTRY HAS 
MADE ON IMPROVING HUMAN RIGHTS AND HAVING FREE ELECTIONS. 
SINCERELY, JIMMY CARTER. END QUOTE. CHRISTOPHER 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: AGREEMENTS, DIPLOMATIC COMMUNICATIONS, CANALS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 02 jun 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978STATE140044 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: MR. TOYRYLA:LEE 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780231-0940 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 978061 01 /aaaadiww.tel 

Line Count: 101 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 060d777c-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ORIGIN ARA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 07 jul 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2139899 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PRESIDENT CARTE RYS LETTER TO PRESIDENT BANZER 
TAGS: PPDC, PEPR, BL, US, (CARTER, JIMMY), (BANZER SUAREZ, HUGO) 

To: LA PAZ 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/060d777c-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



